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open access



Open access (OA) is free, 
immediate, online access to 
the results of research, 
coupled with the right to use 
those results in new and 
innovative ways



OA for researchers

increased visibility

usage 

& impact for their work

new contacts & research partnerships



OA for research 
institutions
publicises University's research strengths

complete record of the research output in 
easily accessible form

new tools to manage University's impact 



OA for publishers 

increased readership & citations 
visibility & impact

the best possible dissemination 
service for research



open access 
journals















800+ scholarly societies 
embrace OA

(Peter Suber & Caroline Sutton)



“We define an open access journal as 
one that uses a funding model that 
does not charge readers or their 
institutions for access. 

We support the rights of users to "read, 
download, copy, distribute, print, 
search, or link to the full texts of these 
articles"...(DOAJ)























1. Peer review process: All of a journal’s 
content, apart from any editorial material 
that is clearly marked as such, shall be 
subjected to peer review. Peer review is 
defined as obtaining advice on individual 
manuscripts from reviewers expert in the 
field who are not part of the journal’s 
editorial staff. This process, as well as 
any policies related to the journal’s peer 
review procedures, shall be clearly 
described on the journal’s Web site.



2. Governing Body: Journals shall have 
editorial boards or other governing bodies 
whose members are recognized experts 
in the subject areas included within the 
journal’s scope. The full names and 
affiliations of the journal’s editors shall be 
provided on the journal’s Web site.



3. Editorial team/contact information 
Journals shall provide the full names and 
affiliations of the journal’s editors on the 
journal’s Web site as well as contact 
information for the editorial office.



6. Identification of and dealing with allegations of 
research misconduct: Publishers and editors shall 
take reasonable steps to identify and prevent the 
publication of papers where research misconduct 
has occurred, including plagiarism, citation 
manipulation, and data falsification/fabrication, 
among others. In no case shall a journal or its 
editors encourage such misconduct, or knowingly 
allow such misconduct to take place. In the event 
that a journal’s publisher or editors are made aware 
of any allegation of research misconduct relating to 
a published article in their journal – the publisher or 
editor shall follow COPE’s guidelines (or 
equivalent) in dealing with allegations.



10. Conflicts of interest: A journal shall 
have clear policies on handling 
potential conflicts of interest of editors, 
authors, and reviewers and the policies 
should be clearly stated.



Peer review

Personal reference

Journals

Citations 

Usage stats

Altmetrics

Post publications 
tools & metrics





Swan, A. (2010)



Swan, A. 









It has become more important where 
to publish than what to publish



The Journal Impact Factor (IF) is 
frequently used as the primary parameter 
with which to compare the scientific 
output of individuals and institutions. 

The IF, as calculated by Thomson 
Reuters, was originally created as a tool 
to help librarians identify journals to 
purchase, not as a measure of the 
scientific quality of research in an article. 

The IF has a number of well-documented 
deficiencies as a tool for research 
assessment. 





1. Do not use journal-based metrics, 
such as Journal Impact Factors, as a 
surrogate measure of the quality of 
individual research articles, to assess 
an individual scientist's contributions, or 
in hiring, promotion, or funding 
decisions.

The San Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment (DORA)

http://am.ascb.org/dora/ 

http://am.ascb.org/dora/




Funders and universities, too, have a 
role to play. They must tell the 
committees that decide on grants and 
positions not to judge papers by where 
they are published. It is the quality of 
the science, not the journal's brand, 
that matters. 

(How journals like Nature, Cell and 
Science are damaging science by     
Randy Schekman: 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/09/how-journals-nature-science-cell-damage-science) 













How OA benefits your 
work and career
Distribution and usage 

Immediate access to your research output for 
everyone upon official publication 

More visibility & usage

Immediate impact of your work

Intensification of research through fast 
dissemination and use of research;

Possibly a citation advantage as well 



How OA benefits your 
work and career (2)

Plus: 

Monitoring of your research output  

Preservation of your research output by 
your library 

Keep your rights instead of signing them 
away







Open 
Journal 
Systems























How to fix a broken system: Article-Level 
Metrics at the Public Library of Science by 
Martin Fenner: 
https://speakerdeck.com/mfenner/how-to-fix-a-broken-system-article-level-metrics-at-the-public-library-of-science 

Debating Open Access: 

https://www.britac.ac.uk/openaccess/debatingopenaccess.cfm 

Principles of Transparency and Best 
Practice in Scholarly Publishing: 

http://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing/ 

https://speakerdeck.com/mfenner/how-to-fix-a-broken-system-article-level-metrics-at-the-public-library-of-science
https://www.britac.ac.uk/openaccess/debatingopenaccess.cfm
http://oaspa.org/principles-of-transparency-and-best-practice-in-scholarly-publishing/


Thank you
Questions?
iryna.kuchma@eifl.net 

www.eifl.net

mailto:iryna.kuchma@eifl.net
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