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MANAGEMENT using PKP OJS platform

Metallurgical and Materials Engineering (https://metall-mater-eng.com)

Why OJS?
•Open Source Platform: Free to use, active community, 
continuous updates.
•Key Benefits:

• Streamlined editorial workflow.
• Transparent processes for authors, reviewers, and 

readers.
• Easy online submission and peer review.

•Goal: Improve visibility and credibility (DOAJ, WoS, SCOPUS).

https://metall-mater-eng.com/index.php/home/index
https://metall-mater-eng.com/


MANAGEMENT using PKP OJS platform

Metallurgical and Materials Engineering (https://metall-mater-eng.com) from 2016

First Journal: Metallurgical and Materials Engineering
•Started using OJS v2 in 2016:

• Needed better editorial policies, transparency, and 
workflow.

• Helped us get indexed in DOAJ after one year, later 
WoS (Extended list, 2017) and SCOPUS (2019).

•Challenges:
• High volume of submissions (200+).
• Limited editorial team (volunteers).
• Decision to transfer ownership in 2023 -> new 

management lost DOAJ status due to lack of 
transparency

https://metall-mater-eng.com/index.php/home/index
https://metall-mater-eng.com/
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Metallurgical and Materials Engineering (https://metall-mater-eng.com) from 2016 

Transition from OJS v2 to OJS v3
•Main Challenge: Databases and plugins not always directly 
compatible.
•Helpful Steps:

• Thorough backup before upgrade.
• Test upgrade on a staging server.
• Manually migrate customized plugins or themes.

•Advice:
• Follow the PKP documentation (“Upgrade Guide”).
• Expect potential downtime or manual fixes.

https://metall-mater-eng.com/index.php/home/index
https://metall-mater-eng.com/


The journal Metallurgical and Materials Data (https://metall-mater-data.com/) from 2023 

Metallurgical & Materials Engineering Congress of South-East Europe
(https://book.mme-see.org/)  from 2025

MANAGEMENT using PKP OJS platform

DOI Implementation
•How: Using the CrossRef (or other) DOI plugin in OJS.
•What Worked: Automated DOI assignment for new articles.
•Issues:

• Ensuring accurate metadata (title, authors, references).
• Maintaining a paid DOI account (CrossRef subscription 

fees).
•Tip: Always verify DOI links and metadata formatting to ensure 
correct citation.

https://metall-mater-data.com/
https://metall-mater-data.com/
https://book.mme-see.org/index.php/home/index
https://book.mme-see.org/


The journal Metallurgical and Materials Data (https://metall-mater-data.com/) from 2023 

Metallurgical & Materials Engineering Congress of South-East Europe
(https://book.mme-see.org/)  from 2025
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Hosting Challenges
•In Academia:

• Limited or no technical support from university IT.
• University servers may not allow required custom 

configurations.
•Solution:

• Rented a VPS (virtual private server) or cloud hosting 
for full control.

• Importance of daily backups (files + database).
•Server Crash in 2023:

• Data rescued by a colleague.
• Migrated to https://akademosbydhilos.com/ with 

regular support.

https://metall-mater-data.com/
https://metall-mater-data.com/
https://book.mme-see.org/index.php/home/index
https://book.mme-see.org/
https://akademosbydhilos.com/


The journal Zaštita materijala (https://www.zastita-materijala.org/)  

MANAGEMENT using PKP OJS platform

Zaštita materijala
•Main issue: Migrating historical data from an older website.
•Native XML Plugin: Import/export articles and issues.
•When no XML is available: Manual entry or scripting.
•Wrote a Python script on Google Colab to scrape old site data 
and generate XML, speeding up import.

https://www.zastita-materijala.org/
https://www.zastita-materijala.org/index.php/home


Scraping data from old website 

LINK to script:  https://colab.research.google.com/
drive/1XakbstQ_E3cjSeQfX4JExuSHJ63jH7ha?usp=sharing
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Practical Tips & Conclusion
•Keep OJS Updated: Security patches, new features, plugin 
improvements.
•Maintain Good Metadata: Essential for indexing (DOAJ, 
SCOPUS, WoS).
•Transparency & Editorial Ethics: Critical for journal credibility.
•Time Commitment: OJS maintenance requires ongoing 
effort—testing, backups, and staff training.

MANAGEMENT using PKP OJS platform



Questions?
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