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OJS characteristics

• Widely used (50,000 and more installations world-wide)

• Stable out-of the box system and robust

• Only a few technical problems

• Metadata well-structured and complete

• Multiple Journal platform possible (efficient for data aggregators)



Recommendations for visibility

• Checking the OAI-PMH interface via Browser

• A correct Contact Address (on web-site and Identify response)

• (Parallel) English interface (start page) for global users

• Register at common registries (www.openarchives.org) and service
providers (CORE, https://core.ac.uk/benefits#join-core)

• Pay attention to your OJS platform web-site (which supports the
branding of the repository and the affiliated academic institution)

• Take a look at the CORE Data Provider‘s Guide 
(https://core.ac.uk/documentation/data-providers-guide)

http://www.openarchives.org/
https://core.ac.uk/benefits#join-core
https://core.ac.uk/documentation/data-providers-guide


Example: A well-structured journal hosting start page



Checking the OAI-PMH interface via Browser

• The OJS base url for a ListRecords call has the
standard format:





OJS – Potential Problems

• Deleted Records only / noRecordsMatch

• Empty Page as Response

• Version 3.0.6 and 3.0.7 have a cursor problem and deliver a part of
the metadata only

• XML response unusable because of PHP warnings, character encoding
problems or html code

• Not working links to document (url uses localhost)



Sometimes the OAI response says: noRecordsMatch
while the web-site contains articles



Problems with the internal database blocks
the OAI-PMH interface



HTML code in the xml response blocks parsing of metadata



The journal platform start page should contain information (name, organization, contact,
list of hosted journals) for the service provider and the end user in order to make the

academic background of the contents transparent

The following example could be extended with such details:



Thank you for your attention!


