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EJOL Background
•A child of a project on promoting open access publishing to 

Ethiopian journals.
•A collaborative Project of Addis Ababa University Libraries 

and Electronic Information for Libraries ( EIFL)
•Call for proposals for open access advocacy campaigns was 

announced to EIFL partner countries to reach out to research 
communities in 2013. 
•Addis Ababa University Libraries was one of the winners of 

EIFL OA advocacy call for proposals(2013) 
•EJOL Platform has been implemented using OJS in 

September 2013. 
•a workshop on open access publishing Conducted in October 

2013.
•A training on using EJOL has been conducted November, 

2013.
•EJOL was launched in March 2014 with six Journals
•Upgraded to the latest OJS 3 in 2017





Objective

•The objective is to give greater visibility to 
the participating journals, and to the 
research they convey through OA
•Promoting open access publishing to 

Ethiopian journals



Why EJOL

•Provides a platform to publish local 
journals online using Open Journals 
System (OJS).
• Increase worldwide knowledge of 

indigenous scholarship
•The objective is to give greater visibility to 

the participating journals, and to the 
research they convey through OA
•One stop shopping for Ethiopian Journals 
•Authors promoting their work in the 

journal 



Journal Inclusion in EJOL

• Journals contacted by EJOL, or they approach EJOL.

•Criteria for selection
⚬ scholarly content with original research 
⚬ Open Access
⚬ peer reviewed and quality controlled
⚬ published within Ethiopia



What EJOL offer?
•Free hosting, software and website maintenance
•Free help setting up journals and technical 

support along the way
•Free and reliable back up of digital archive 
•Free DOIs (Digital Object Identifiers) through 

EJOL
•Free training workshops for journals editorial 

teams
•Support in relation to Open Access,Best 

practices,copyright,digitisation,visibility/indexing 
etc.
•Much higher visibility than being online alone
•Networking



Features

•Hosted more than 30 Open Access Journals
•Online full text  journals , Abstracts and TOCs
•More than 600 Issues,
•More than 6000 Full Text Articles
• Implemented latest OJS 3 version.
• Integrated Quick submit plugin to upload 

issues easily. 
•Platform secured/certificate
•Can be accessed at:  https://ejol.aau.edu.et/
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…

•Authors register and submit online
•Online workspace for editor 
•Automated tracking of submissions, history & e-

mail messages
•Editors can use online peer-review process
•Advanced searching tool
•Email alerts service
•Statistics reporting service
•Assigning Digital Object Identifier (DOI)
•Handle every stage of the refereed publishing process, from 

submissions through to online publication and indexing by 
assigning different roles for users: editor, reviewer, journal 
manager



The Ethiopian Journal of Education

• Its long-standing and 
uninterrupted history in 
the publication of 
scientific articles in 
Education and 
Humanities dates back 
to the 1960s.
•Bi-annual 
•Volume 44 No 2
•More than 600 Full Text 

Articles 



The Ethiopian Journal of 
Development Research (EJDR)

•EJDR publishes original 
peer-reviewed articles 
that navigate through 
wide areas and themes of 
development
•Established in 1974
•Bi-annually
•Volume 47 No 2
•More than 600 Full Text 

Articles



Journal of Ethiopian Studies

•The JES publishes scholarly 
articles in the Social 
Sciences and Humanities 
with reference to Ethiopia 
in particular and the Horn 
of Africa in general.
• JES was established in 

1963
•Volume 57 No 2
•Bi-annually 
•More than 900 Full Text 

Articles

https://ejol.aau.edu.et/index.php/JES/index


Journals with their own branding
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Indexed Journals (DOAJ)



Covers multidisciplinary Journals
•Social Sciences, Humanities: 
Ethiopian Journal of the Social Sciences and Humanities
•Development: Ethiopian Journal of Development Research
•Business,Economics: 
Journal of Business and Administrative Studies, 
The Ethiopian Journal of Business and Economics
•Enginnering: 
Zede Journal of Ethiopian Engineers and Architects
•Agriculture, Environment:Journal of Agriculture and 

Environmental Sciences
• Life Sciences: Ethiopian Journal of Biological Sciences
•Health: Ethiopian Journal of Pediatrics and Child Health
• Language: 
ZENA-LISSAN (Journal of Academy of Ethiopian Languages and 

Cultures)
• Law: 
Journal of Ethiopian Law
•Ethiopian Studies: Journal of Ethiopian Studies
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Promoting Indigenous Knowledge

• Journals publishing in different local 
languages: Amharic, Geez, Afaan Oromo
• Journal of Ethiopian Studies
•Zena Lissan
•Ethiopian Journal of Languages and 

Literature
• JIKDS
•Finfinee Journal
•promoting multilingualism,culture,a platform 
everyone’s voice is heard



Supporting research in every 
discipline



Sustainability 

•The university support, Institutionalizing 
the platform with the university library, 
part of the day to day activity of the 
library.
•Minimizing costs: using in-house 

expertise, using open source 
technologies
•Collaboration 



Collaboration



                             Demo 
                 
https://ejol.aau.edu.et
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