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• Copyright and COVID-19 (and future resilience 

for other disruptive events)

• Marrakesh Treaty for persons with print 

disabilities

• Copyright law reform: Myanmar, South Africa

• Copyright and trade: proposed US-Kenya Free 

Trade Agreement

Highlights Sept 2019 – Sept 2020



EIFL-IP – what we do

• Support national copyright law reform

• Advocate for global copyright rules to benefit 

libraries

• Build capacity of librarians in copyright

• Develop practical resources in multiple 

languages



• Libraries at forefront supporting teachers and students in 
moving courses online, provision of learning material

• Copyright librarians had to quickly assess impact of the 
new situation – mass switch to online learning - according 
to national copyright law, and/or applicable licences

• Some copyright laws are better adapted than others

• Some licence restrictions problematic

e.g. limits on no. of simultanous users

COPYRIGHT AND COVID-19 

The library experience



Importance of statutory L&Es incl.

• benefits of flexible exception – safety 

valve in times of emergency

• ensuring licence terms don’t override L&Es

Shouldn’t have to rely on goodwill of individual publishers to deliver 

on fundamental right to education, especially in times of crisis

Copyright literacy: role of librarians in helping teachers and 

students navigate the legal issues ✓promoting OA & OERs

Pricing models for academic e-books: up to 10 times cost of printed 

version for single-user licence & availability

COPYRIGHT AND COVID-19 

Emerging COVID lessons



• World is sensitized to benefits 

of ‘open’ – teachers, researchers,, 

governments

• Resilient copyright laws for a 

post-COVID world, future 

pandemics and other disruptive 

events, such as climate change 

COPYRIGHT AND COVID-19 

• Massive shift in terms of how education is delivered

• Online, digital and cross-border – no going back

Where are we now?



Building on work at WIPO

Advocating for copyright limitations and 

exceptions

WIPO Assemblies 21 – 24 September 2020

Global copyright rules to benefit 

libraries and education



“For libraries, COVID has highlighted the critical need for 

modern copyright laws that fully support the shift to online 

education and critical research”.
EIFL statement at WIPO 2020 Assemblies

• Right to research: text and data mining, digital preservation

• Right to education: fair access to teaching materials online

Forum that sets global copyright rules:

WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 

(SCCR), 16-20 November 2020

Global copyright rules to benefit 

libraries and education



Marrakesh Treaty

Marrakesh Treaty for persons 

with print disabilities: 

WIPO’s most popular treaty

98 countries (28 September 2020)

incl. 19 EIFL partner countries (19%)

EIFL supported 22 countries: Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Botswana, Côte d'Ivoire, Estonia, 
Ghana, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lesotho, 
Lithuania, Malawi, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, 
Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, Tanzania, Thailand, 
Uganda and Zimbabwe
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Marrakesh Treaty

• September 2019: Co-organized first international workshop on 

putting the treaty into practice in a region - Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Poland, Belarus and Russia

• ‘The Marrakesh Treaty: Getting Started. An International Library 

Workshop’, Lithuania

• ‘Getting Started’ practical

guide in English, French, 

Portuguese, Russian, 

Spanish

• First book exchange 

Poland and Lithuania,

new library cooperation
Photo credit: Viktoras Kalnikas, 

LAB 



National copyright law reform 

Myanmar

• Copyright law adopted, 2019 (not in force yet)

• Provides legal infrastructure to support libraries, education 

and research

• New exceptions for private study, quotation, online teaching, 

course-packs, and use in virtual learning environments 

• Document delivery services, 

digital preservation by libraries 

and archives

• Accessible format copies for 

persons with print disabilities

Thanks to Tin Win Yee and the team in Myanmar!



National copyright law reform 

South Africa

• Bill returned to National Assembly by President citing constitutional concerns

e.g. retrospective payment of royalties to authors, artists and performers; fair 

use and exceptions for libraries, education

• Big pressure from industry and multinationals, US and EU

• Threat of trade sanctions and withdrawal of investment; EIFL testified at 

public hearing, US Trade Representative (January 2020), wrote to President 

(2019) and Speaker of Parliament (2020) in support of the Bill

• Copyright Amendment Bill (2017): Well-crafted exceptions for libraries, 

education and research, people with disabilities, fair use (EIFL model law)

Back to parliament, 2020Awaiting Presidential signature, 2019



Proposed U.S.-Kenya Free Trade Agreement

• Comprehensive bilateral trade agreement that 

aims to strengthen economic relationship

• US - ‘Model for additional trade agreements across Africa’

• Proposes a chapter on Intellectual Property

Copyright and trade

• First time a standard of IP protection similar to U.S. law would be 

applied in sub-Saharan Africa - raises significant concerns

• EIFL working with Kenya Libraries and 

Information Services Consortium (KLISC) to 

ensure the best outcomes for libraries



More information

eifl.net

<teresa.hackett@eifl.net>

Questions? Comments?

Thank you.


